1 Increases in organ donation related to changes in the kidney-allocation policy, organprocurement organizations (OPOs), and living donation have helped. An increase in the likelihood of consent to donate organs through driver's license registration or family approval has also played a role in increased numbers of donations. 2 Deaths from opioid overdoses appear to have had some effect as well.
In 2018, a total of 21,166 kidney transplantations occurred, an increase over the 17,878 transplantations in 2015 and 16,487 transplantations in 2012. 3 There has been an increase in the number of kidney donations from persons who have died from drug intoxication -from 514 donations in 2013 to 1313 donations in 2018. 4 The increase in the incidence of overdoserelated deaths, specifically from fentanyl, has resulted in many organ donations. Opioid-associated deaths most often occur in young donors, who frequently have healthier kidneys than older donors. Since opioid-related deaths are primarily due to insufficient oxygen levels in the brain, the likelihood that other organs such as the heart, lungs, and liver will still be viable for transplantation is increased. 3 Although the opioid crisis appears to have contributed to a decrease in the number of persons on the waiting list for all organs ( Fig. 1) , 5 it remains imperative that national efforts continue to be focused on halting the tragic opioid epidemic and the problems it has caused. Furthermore, fewer organs are now disqualified because of quality that is deemed to be unsuitable for transplantation. Rather than discarding organs obtained from drug users because of the risk of human immunodeficiency virus infection or hepatitis C virus infection, diligent and specific screening methods now permit some organs that were previously considered to be unacceptable to be acceptable for transplantation, with a lower risk for recipients than the risk of turning down the donated organ altogether. 3 The increase in organ donations is also due to the efforts of national OPOs. Between 2017 and 2018, a total of 70% of OPOs in the United States reported increased numbers of donors. 
